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In summer 1967, Andrew Lloyd Webber was asked by Colet Court, St Paul’s Junior School in London, 
England, to write a “pop cantata” for the choir to sing at their Easter end of term concert. The 19-year-old 
Lloyd Webber immediately went to the 22-year-old Tim Rice, who he had recently collaborated with on The 
Likes of Us, and they settled on the story of Joseph for the project.

;OL�ÄYZ[�WLYMVYTHUJL�VM�Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat took place on a cold afternoon 
on March 1, 1968, at Colet Court’s Old Assembly Hall. Accompanied by the school orchestra, the piece 
was only 15 minutes long.

Joseph was such a success that two months later, an encore performance was presented at Central Hall, 
>LZ[TPUZ[LY��^OLYL�3SV`K�>LIILY»Z�MH[OLY�^HZ�[OL�VYNHUPZ[��;OL�^VYR�WSH`LK�[V�H�M\SS�OV\ZL�ÄSSLK�^P[O�
members of the St. Paul’s School community, including parent Derek Jewell, who was Jazz and Pop Music 
Critic for The Sunday Times.

To Rice and Lloyd Webber’s surprise, Jewell favorably reviewed their work in the May 19, 1968 edition 
of the paper, proclaiming it “irresistible.” A third performance of an expanded Joseph took place on 
November 9 of that year at St. Paul’s Cathedral. Now running 35-minutes long, it included songs such as 
¸7V[PWOHY¹�MVY�[OL�ÄYZ[�[PTL�

In 1969, Novello & Co published the original sheet music within their Old Testament collection. Meanwhile, 
Decca Records, on the encouragement of Rice’s then boss, Norrie Paramour, released a Joseph concept 
album.

After the early success of Joseph, Rice and Lloyd Webber turned their attention to other writing projects. 
In 1970, the pair released the concept album of Jesus Christ Superstar. Peaking at number one in the 
Billboard Pop Albums chart, the rock opera made its Broadway debut the following year. Joseph ILULÄ[[LK�
MYVT�:\WLYZ[HY»Z�Z\JJLZZ��LZWLJPHSS`�PU�[OL�<UP[LK�:[H[LZ"�[OL�ÄYZ[�HTH[L\Y�(TLYPJHU�WYVK\J[PVU�VM�
Cathedral College of the Immaculate Conception in Douglaston, New York. The Decca record was reissued 
in the U.S. on Scepter Records in 1971 and marketed as a follow-up to Superstar.

In 1972, the U.K.’s Young Vic Theatre produced Joseph at the Edinburgh International Festival. Directed 
by Frank Dunlop, it was featured on a double-bill titled Bible One: Two Looks at the Book of Genesis. Part 
1 was a Mediaeval Mystery Play that focused on the story of Jacob, Joseph’s father, while Part 2 was 
Joseph. The production moved from the Edinburgh Festival to the Young Vic Theatre in London, where it 
was recorded for the RSO label and broadcast by Granada Television throughout the U.K.

The Young Vic production of Joseph transferred to the West End’s Albery Theatre in 1973, where it ran 
for 243 performances. The Mediaeval play that preceded Joseph was dropped from the production and 
replaced with Jacob’s Journey, which featured lyrics by Rice and music by Lloyd Webber, with the book 
developed by television comedy writers Ray Galton and Alan Simpson. Ultimately, Jacob’s Journey was 
phased out and Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat in (almost) its present form, played at 
Leicester’s Haymarket Theatre.

Across the pond, holiday productions of Joseph were mounted in 1976 and 1977 at the Brooklyn Academy 
VM�4\ZPJ��)(4���0U�5V]LTILY�� ����1VZLWO�VWLULK�VɈ�)YVHK^H`�H[�[OL�,U[LYTLKPH�;OLH[YL��[YHUZMLYYPUN�
to Broadway’s Royle Theatre (now the Bernard B. Jacobs Theatre) in January 1982. Directed by Tony 
;HUULY��[OL�ZOV^�Z[HYYLK�)PSS�/\[[VU�HZ�1VZLWO�HUK�[OL�SH[L�3H\YPL�)LLJOTHU�HZ�[OL�ÄYZ[�MLTHSL�5HYYH[VY��
beginning a tradition in the show’s casting that remains until this day. The New York Times labeled the 
production as the “professional Manhattan premier” and went on to say “Joseph has become a perennial 
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at schools—for good reason. With its innocent and gently satiric attitude towards sacred materials, it is 
decidedly a musical for young people, the sort of show that could serve as an introduction to the theatre and 
also to Bible study. All singing, no talking, it is both a pop opera and a Sunday school pageant.” Joseph’s 
Broadway debut received six Tony nominations, including Best Musical, and ran for 747 performances.

A decade later, Joseph was restaged and produced at the London Palladium. The 1991 production, directed 
by Steven Pimlott and starring Jason Donovan, went on to win an Olivier Award and hit the top of the music 
charts with a No. 1 U.K. Cast Album and single with “Any Dream Will Do.”

This incarnation ran for almost two-and-a-half years, attracting an audience of over two million people. 
Before long, productions were being staged in Australia and Canada. A major Australian production, based 
on the 1991 UK version, opened on 31 December 1992 at the State Theatre in Melbourne. It featured 
Indecent Obsession lead singer David Dixon as Joseph and Tina Arena as the Narrator. The musical then 
played seasons in Brisbane and Sydney through 1993.

;OL�ÄYZ[�)YVHK^H`�9L]P]HS�VM�Joseph arrived in 1993 after the production played sold out shows in Los 
(UNLSLZ�HUK�:HU�-YHUJPZJV��0[�YHU�MVY�����WLYMVYTHUJLZ�H[�[OL�.YLH[�>OP[L�>H`»Z�4PUZRVɈ�;OLH[YL��6UJL�
again directed by Pimlott, the cast included Michael Damien, a popular TV soap opera star at the time, as 
Joseph. Joseph remained a top choice for schools, community theatres and regional theatres around the 
world. In 2007, a West End revival of the evergreen hit was developed for a run at the Adelphi Theatre. After 
the success of television talent shows like Pop Idol and How Do You Solve a Problem Like Maria, the BBC 
and Lloyd Webber launched Any Dream Will Do on the network. Hosted by Graham Norton and featuring 
a celebrity panel, the series followed the search for an unknown actor to play Joseph in the new London 
production. Three million people voted and Lee Mead won the role. Buzz for this new incarnation of Joseph 
^HZ�ZV�Z[YVUN�[OH[�[OL�IV_�VɉJL�HK]HUJL�Z[VVK�H[�����4PSSPVU��6YPNPUHSS`�ZSH[LK�MVY�H�ZP_�TVU[O�Y\U��[OL�
revival began performances in July 2007 and ended up playing through May 2009.

A national tour of Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat has been performing across the U.K. 
and North America in some capacity for almost 30 years. The 2015 North American tour of Joseph, which 
was directed and choreographed by Hamilton’s Andy Blankenbuehler, starred American Idol alum Diana 
DeGarmo and Ace Young.

In November 2018 it was announced that Joseph would return to the London Palladium for a limited run 
over the summer in 2019 to celebrate the show’s 50th anniversary. The production ran from 27 June 2019 
(previews), opening 11 July to 8 September. The success of this production led to it being announced to 
make a return the following year.

On 17 February 2020, a 50th anniversary concert production of Joseph was staged at Lincoln Center’s 
+H]PK�.LɈLU�/HSS�PU�5L^�@VYR�*P[ �̀�7YVK\JLK�I`�4HUOH[[HU�*VUJLY[�7YVK\J[PVUZ��KPYLJ[LK�I`�4PJOHLS�
Arden conducted by Stephen Oremus, and accompanied by the New York City Chamber Orchestra with 
over 300 singers, the one night only concert was sold-out! 

-\[\YL�WYVK\J[PVUZ�^LYL�WVZ[WVULK�MYVT������K\L�[V�[OL�*6=0+�� �WHUKLTPJ��;OL�ÄYZ[�Z[HNPUN�VM� 
[OL�YLPTHNPULK�WYVK\J[PVU�V\[ZPKL�[OL�<2�JVTLZ�[V�(\Z[YHSPH�H[�4LSIV\YUL»Z�9LNLU[�;OLH[YL�VU� 
November 10, 2022.

Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat is one of the most performed musicals in history with an 
estimated 30 million people having attended a production somewhere around the world. Every year, there 
are nearly 600 school or amateur productions mounted in North America, 300 in the U.K., with more in 
Australia, Europe and South Africa. Discovered by another generation every year, the popularity of Joseph 
and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat lives on today.

Now it’s your turn to carry on the show’s impressive 50-year history by attending  
an upcoming production!



5

Tim Rice (Lyrics)

;PT�9PJL�OHZ�^VYRLK�PU�T\ZPJ��[OLH[YL�HUK�ÄSTZ�ZPUJL�� ���^OLU�OL�TL[� 
Andrew Lloyd Webber, a fellow struggling songwriter.

Rather than pursue Tim’s ambitions to write rock or pop songs they turned their 
H[[LU[PVU�[V�(UKYL^»Z�VIZLZZPVU·T\ZPJHS�[OLH[YL��;OLPY�ÄYZ[�JVSSHIVYH[PVU��S`YPJZ�I`�
Tim, music by Andrew) was an unsuccessful show based on the life of Dr. Barnardo, 
the Victorian philanthropist, The Likes Of Us. Their next three works together were 
much more successful—Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat, Jesus 
Christ Superstar and Evita.

Tim has since worked with other distinguished popular composers such as Elton John (The Lion King, Aida), 
Alan Menken (Aladdin, King David, Beauty and the Beast), Bjorn Ulvaeus and Benny Andersson (Chess) and 
most recently, Stuart Brayson (From Here To Eternity). He formed his own cricket team in 1973 and was 
President of MCC in 2002. He is a regular broadcaster/presenter on BBC Radio 2, drawing on his extensive 
knowledge of the history of popular music since Elvis was a lad. He has won several awards*, mainly for the 
wrong thing or for simply turning up.

*3 Oscars, 3 Tonys, 3 Golden Globes, 5 Grammys, 13 Ivor Novello Awards, Hollywood Walk of Fame etc.

Andrew Lloyd Webber (Music)

Andrew Lloyd Webber is the composer of some of the world’s best-known musicals 
including Cats, Evita, Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat, Jesus Christ 
Superstar, The Phantom of the Opera (which celebrated its 30th anniversary on 
Broadway in 2018) and Sunset Boulevard.

When Sunset Boulevard joined School of Rock – The Musical, Cats and Phantom on 
Broadway in February 2017 he became the only person to equal the record set in 
1953 by Rodgers and Hammerstein with four shows running concurrently.

As well as The Phantom Of The Opera and Cats, his productions include the groundbreaking Bombay Dreams, 
which introduced the double Oscar winning Bollywood composer AR Rahman to the Western stage.

His awards, both as composer and producer, include seven Tonys, seven Oliviers, a Golden Globe, an Oscar, 
the Praemium Imperiale, the Richard Rodgers Award for Excellence in Musical Theatre, a BASCA Fellowship, 
the Kennedy Center Honor and a Grammy for Best Contemporary Classical Composition for Requiem, his 
setting of the Latin Requiem mass which contains one of his best-known compositions, “Pie Jesu.” He owns 
seven London theatres including the Theatre Royal, Drury Lane and the London Palladium.

He was knighted by Her Majesty The Queen in 1992 and created a life peer in 1997.

He is passionate about the importance of music in education and the Andrew Lloyd Webber Foundation has 
become one of Britain’s leading charities supporting the arts and music. In 2016, the Foundation funded a 
major new national initiative which endowed the American Theatre Wing with a $1.3 million, three-year grant 
to support theatre education opportunities for underserved young people and public schools across the U.S.
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DID YOU KNOW? 
Before they settled on the subject of Joseph, Rice and Lloyd Webber toyed 
with ideas about spies, 007s and the like.

More than 18,600 schools and theatre groups around the world have 
performed Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat.

Joseph has been produced in over 82 different countries.

There have been at least 12 different Joseph cast albums.

The 1969 Decca album featured Tim Rice as Pharaoh and  
Andrew Lloyd Webber’s Dad, William, on the Hammond organ.

“Any Dream Will Do” from Joseph was voted the Broadway Song of the Year 
in 1981 and awarded a U.K. Ivor Novello Award in 1991.

,Q������WKH�ƂUVW�VWDJLQJ�RI�WKH�UHLPDJLQHG�SURGXFWLRQ�RXWVLGH�WKH�8.�LV�
performed in Australia.


