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EGYPTIAN SOCIETY AND CULTURE
The hierarchy of Egyptian society was structured a lot like the pyramids they built. At the top, the most 
powerful person in Egypt was the Pharaoh, or what we would call a King or President. The Pharaoh was 
thought to be a god and was in charge of the armies and any laws that were decided upon for his subjects. 
(M[LY�7OHYHVO�HUK�[OL�NVKZ��,N`W[PHU�ZVJPL[`�^HZ�THKL�\W�VM�]PaPLYZ��WYV]PUJPHS�NV]LYUVYZ��ZLUPVY�VɉJPHSZ��
scribes and members of higher society like doctors and architects. Most ordinary Egyptians were peasants 
who labored on private land or building pyramids and palaces. At the bottom of Egyptian society was a 
larger slave population, many of whom worked in households of the wealthier classes. When a child was 
born in ancient Egypt, they took on the social class or hierarchy of their parents, but there were small 
opportunities to move into a higher class for each generation. If money could be saved, then parents could 
send their children to school or to an apprenticeship, enabling a move up to the next social class.

Religion was also an extremely important element in ancient Egypt and Priests had their own hierarchy. 
Well over 2,000 gods made up the religious structure of Egypt, none more revered then Amun-Ra  
(Ah-muhn- Rah) – the highest deity known to man.

(UJPLU[�,N`W[�ÅV\YPZOLK�K\L�[V�J\S[\YHS�HK]HUJLZ�[OH[�OLSWLK�N\PKL�KHPS`�SPML�MVY�HSS�JP[PaLUZ��;OL�,N`W[PHUZ�
were responsible for the creation of various technologies, crafts and tools such as papyrus (a type of 
paper), the ramp and lever, geometry for use in construction, advances in mathematics and astronomy, 
irrigation, ship building and even aerodynamics. 

Other advancements within Egyptian 
culture were centered around the arts 
and architecture with new discoveries 
in glass work, furniture building, 
working with metals such as gold and 
bronze, and new forms of literature.

fun facts
Other inventions  
by the Egyptians

• Toothbrush

• Hairbrush

• Toothpaste

•  Breath mints

• Toothpicks
• Makeup

• Wigs
•  The calendar

• Black ink

• Door locks
• Bowling
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HIEROGLYPHICS
The reason we know so much about Ancient Egypt is because of their writings on religion, events and 
society. One type of writing style the Egyptians created was called hieroglyphics, which were carvings or 
paintings that used symbols to depict meanings, sounds, letters and sometimes whole words.

Hieroglyphics could be written in almost any physical direction and the reader would have to decipher 
which way to read them by the direction of the symbols. Since writing hieroglyphics was complicated, 
it took years of study and practice to master the technique. The people who learned how to write 
hieroglyphics were called Scribes. Often the children of wealthy families, Scribes began their training as 
early as six or seven years old.

For nearly 2,000 years after the end of Egyptian civilization, Hieroglyphics were a mystery to scholars.  
They assumed the meaning behind hieroglyphics were simple and took the pictures for face value rather 
than symbols or sounds. Finally, in 1799, during Napoleon’s campaign in Egypt, French soldiers discovered 
a large black stone, which was inscribed with an announcement. So as many people could understand this 
KLJYLL�HZ�WVZZPISL��P[�OHK�ILLU�^YP[[LU�PU�[^V�SHUN\HNLZ��,N`W[PHU�HUK�.YLLR��HUK�[OYLL�KPɈLYLU[�ZJYPW[Z�
(hieroglyphic, demotic and Greek). The Rosetta Stone, as it was called, later became the property of the 
British when they defeated Napoleon. Since scholars were able to understand Greek, the stone became 
the key to unlocking the meaning behind hieroglyphics and to our understanding of ancient Egyptian 
society today.

EGYPTIAN MEDICINE & SCIENCE
;OL�HUJPLU[�,N`W[PHUZ�^LYL�MHTV\Z�MVY�THU`�ZJPLU[PÄJ�HJOPL]LTLU[Z�[OH[�
ranged from medicine to the standardisation of measurement. Medical 
practices in ancient Egypt were so advanced that many of their procedures 
and policies went unchallenged for centuries. They became a pillar of Greek 
and Roman medicine, with the Egyptians understanding that diseases could 
be treated by pharmaceuticals, which at the time were plant-based remedies. 
Spells, worn amulets and rigorous devotion to the gods were also used for 
healing.

Ancient Egyptians had a great knowledge of anatomy due in part to the practice of removing human organs 
PU�[OLPY�T\TTPÄJH[PVU�WYVJLZZ��6UL�VM�[OL�SHYNLZ[�JVU[YPI\[PVUZ�[OL�HUJPLU[�,N`W[PHUZ�THKL�[V�TLKPJPUL�
was the documentation of their research on the human body. The Ebers Papyrus, which dates back to 
1500 BC, includes a “treatise on the heart” describing how the heart is the focal point of blood supply for 
the whole body. Other topics covered included diagnostic advances on various disorders that range from 
mental diseases, broken bone treatments, dentistry and eye problems.

6UL�VM�[OL�RL`�ÄN\YLZ�PU�HUJPLU[�,N`W[PHU�TLKPJPUL�PZ�[OV\NO[�[V�OH]L�ILLU�=PaPLY�0TOV[LW��0[�PZ�ILSPL]LK�
that Imhotep diagnosed and treated well over 200 diseases that dealt with every area of the human body.
Legend has it that he even performed surgery and dentistry as well!

Centuries ahead of their time, a lot of the practices that doctors used in ancient Egypt would not be 
unfamiliar to us today. Although doctors no longer use prayers and spells like the Egyptians did, in some 
V[OLY�^H`Z��H�]PZP[�[V�[OL�KVJ[VY»Z�VɉJL�[VKH`�TH`�UV[�IL�ZV�KPɈLYLU[�MYVT�[OV\ZHUKZ�VM�`LHYZ�HNV�
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PYRAMIDS
The Egyptian pyramids are some of the most impressive structures 
built by humans and, thousands of years later, many still survive. 
Most were constructed as elaborate tombs to celebrate the lives 
of the Pharaohs and nearly all are located on the west bank of 
the Nile, since it was considered to be the Land of the Dead. 
When a Pharaoh ascended to power, work on his pyramid would 
immediately begin. Since Pharaohs were considered both man 
and god, their pyramids were built in a grand, personalized style 
to each ruler. Paintings and inscriptions that decorated the interior 
of the pyramids depicted the daily lives of the Pharaohs and how they ruled during their reign. Near the 
Pharaohs’ burial chambers, other rooms were created for family members and servants who were loyal 
to the Pharaoh. As part of their culture and religion, Egyptians believed that certain items would need to 
be buried with the Pharaoh in order for their god to succeed in the afterlife. Egyptians buried their dead 
with goods that ranged from everyday useful objects to more expensive items such as jewelry and even 
food and drink.

Over 130 pyramids have been discovered in Egypt, with the Great Pyramid of Giza being one of the 
TVZ[�MHTV\ZS`�Z[\KPLK�HUK�YLMLYLUJLK�PU�TVKLYU�J\S[\YL��;OL�ÄYZ[�HUK�SHYNLZ[�VM�[OYLL�W`YHTPKZ�MV\UK�
in the Giza Necropolis, it is considered to be the oldest of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World. 
:[PSS�SHYNLS`�PU[HJ[��P[�PZ�HSZV�RUV^U�HZ�[OL�7`YHTPK�VM�2O\M\�HZ�P[�^HZ�I\PS[�HZ�[OL�ÄUHS�YLZ[PUN�WSHJL�
for Pharaoh Khufu. For over 3,800 years, the Great Pyramid of Giza was considered to be the world’s 
tallest structure, standing at 480 feet tall. Estimated to have been made from 2.5 million blocks of rocks, 
weighing six million tons, unusually it was constructed with eight sides, while all other Egyptian pyramids 
only had four sides.

Designed by creating a concavity to the wall 
structure that divided each of the four sides 
in half, the feature is naked to the eye if you 
stand in front of the pyramid. The anomaly 
was only discovered in 1940 after the British 
(PY�-VYJL�ÅL^�V]LY�[OL�TVU\TLU[�HUK�[VVR�
a photo that captured it.

Guarding most of the pyramids is the 
Great Sphinx of Egypt. This structure was 
built with the body of a lion and the head 
of a man and was intended to keep the 
pyramids safe from angry gods and tomb 
raiders looking to steal items from the 
tombs.

for teachers
Have your students take a look at the following topics for advance studies on ancient Egypt

• Life on the Nile River
 • Other inventions of  

ancient Egypt
• Who were the Gods of  ancient Egypt? 

• Ancient Egypt nobility structure
• Sports of ancient Egypt

• How were the  
pyramids constructed?


